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of individuals, none of whom (with the exception of a paid 
secretary in Milwaukee County) receive a penny of pay. In 
particular, through the cooperation of the State Department 
of Education the organized efforts of the tens of thousands of 
children in the common schools of the state is put at the dis- 
posal of the war history committees. In the nature of things 
the organization will not f imction ideally in every locality or 
in every respect. Enough has already been done, however, 
to reveal that in certain counties admirable work is being done, 
while a plan of procedure has been worked out which enables 
all counties to do as well, if they wiU, as the ideal adopted by 
the State Commission contemplates they shall do. 

A WISCONSIN WAR MUSEUM 
Thus a great work has been put xmder way at an expendi- 
ture of considerable energy but of an insignificant simi of 
money. The State Commission feels that, due allowance be- 
ing made for the conditions under which all unpaid work must 
be conducted, the domestic records of our participation in the 
greatest war of world history are in a fair way to be compre- 
hensively preserved; and it is confident that no such drive for 
historical records has ever before been made in Wisconsin — 
perhaps in any other state of the Union. One important as- 
pect of the task committed to it by the State Council, however, 
still awaits execution. The Committee believes that, just as 
the materials for the coimty collections are being contempo- 
raneously gathered, so the state should gather from the battle- 
fields of Europe, and wherever else they are to be found, the 
materials for a great war museirai at Madison. To the ex- 
tent of its opportvmities the Historical Society has been col- 
lecting these things since the beginning of the European war, 
but to do so on any adequate or comprehensive scale is beyond 
its resources. Only by sending a competent agent across the 
water, armed with fimds and with the necessary authority 
from the federal government to visit the several military 
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fronts, to interveiw particularly our Wisconsin men, and to 
procure specimens of military supplies and equipment, can 
the object xmder discussion be realized. This will cost some- 
thing, of course, but the pertinent consideration in this con- 
nection is whether the upbuilding of a great State War Muse- 
um is worth the money that must be expended upon it. Wc 
think this is so clear that it scarcely requires argvmient. Our 
people are pouring out their money like water, and our sons 
their blood with equal hberality, to the end that our liberty as 
a people and democracy as an institution shall not be trampled 
into the dust by the Prussian war lord. Never before, at 
least in this generation, have we set our hands to such a task — 
never have our hearts been so stirred by a common enterprise, 
our wills so animated by a common purpose. Memorials of 
some kind to perpetuate our endeavors and sacrifices we are 
bound to have, and money is bound to be spent upon them. 
Already designing individuals are hard at work seeking to 
capitahze this impulse of the people for their own selfish gain. 
Given adequate foresight, the memorials Wisconsin is to erect 
may be appropriate and useful reminders of our great strug- 
gle for democracy. Lacking such foresight, our money will 
be spent on memorials neither appropriate nor useful as was 
done in so many states following the Civil War. A great 
Wisconsin War Museum into which shall be gathered the vis- 
ible reminders of the deeds of our sons in the war will serve at 
the same time as an inspiring memorial and a continual source, 
for aU time to come, of patriotic inspiration and solid in- 
struction. For a few thousand dollars expended now it can 
be had. WiU the people of Wisconsin rise to the opportunity 
while yet there is time? We hope and believe they will. At 
- the time of writing this account the matter has been presented 
to the State Council of Defense, which imanimously approved 
the project and voted to present it to the governor with the 
Coimcil's commendation and support. Every reader of this 
report, who believes Wisconsin should possess a great war 
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museum may assist in bringing it into being by invoking the 
support of his local editor and his county's representatives in 
the state legislature for the project. 

THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin is an associa- 
tion for cultural and patriotic development, founded by our 
forefathers in the days of Wisconsin's infancy. For two 
generations the state, as represented in the legislature, has 
supported the Society with ever-increasing liberality, until 
now its repute as a leader among American historical organi- 
zations far transcends the boundaries of the nation. From 
far and wide workers resort to its library, while its publica- 
tions, found in scores of libraries throughout the land, con- 
stantly advertise to uncounted thousands the fame of Wis- 
consin and the pride her citizens take in the history of the 
commonwealth. 

Notwithstanding this generous community support of 
the Society (perhaps because of it) comparatively few citi- 
zens of the state manifest a sense of individual concern for 
its welfare. Thus, notwithstanding its record of two genera- 
tions of conspicuously creditable service, outside the city of 
Madison no one has ever added any appreciable svim to the 
permanent funds of the Society, and it is doubtful whether 
the total amoimt given for this purpose has averaged one 
thousand dollars a year during the period of the Society's 
existence. Again, with a prosperous population of two and 
a half million, only a few hundred Badger citizens maintain 
membership in the Historical Society — ^this despite the fact 
that the dues are notably modest and the publications issued 
to members excel in quantity and probably equal in quality 
the output of any similar organization in America. Many 
reasons contributory to this state of affairs might be found. 
Our present interest, however, lies in the contrary direction. 



